Earl of Lonsdale
part with the Earl of Lancaster against Piers Gave ston, the favourite of Edward II, and was con cerned in his death; but was with others pardonei by the King by Act of Parliament 7 Edw. II 1313.
Hardly a generation of this illustrious north country family passes without producing some mem ber who would deserve to be mentioned in a longe survey; OUB summary must be short.
Sir Hugh Lowther fought at Agineourt, am was Sheriff of Cumberland in the eighteenth year o the reign of King Henry VI.
In the ^eign of Queen Elizabeth Sir Richari Lowther was High Sheriff of Cumberland. He sue ceeded his cousin Lord Scrope as Lord Warden c the West Marches, and was three times Conimissione in the grave affairs that arose between England an< Scotland. When Mary Queen of Scots fled int England, and arrived in Cumberland in the rnont of May, 1568, Elizabeth sent orders to Sir Richar« that he should qonvey the Scottish Queen to Caiiisl Castle. While Mary was still in custody, the Sheri: incurred the deep displeasure of his Sovereign b allowing the Duke of Norfolk to visit his prisonei We are not told whether the contumacy was pre ceded by an interview with this beautiful and tragi Queen. But I suspect it; and no Lowther in historj worthy of the name, and responsive to the famil traditions, could or would or ought to have resiste such an appeal.
And so from knights the family grew to be baron: from barons to be viscounts, and from viscounts t be earls. To-day the head of the House of Lowth( has obviously, like the head of the House of Stanley very little to gain by any advance in the Peerage.
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